CHAPTER II
THE ADVENT OF MOHAMMED AL1 TO POWER

WHEN the French evacuated the land, and the English
had apparently re-established the Sultan's hold on
Egypt, the country soon reverted to its ancient discord and
anarchy- Both Turks and Mamelukes tried hard to regain their
former domination, the former by right of invasion, and the
latter by virtue of their vested interests in the country. The
Turks were determined this time to rule the land through
their proper governors, and not to delegate their power to the
Mameluke Beys as they used to do before the French expedi-
tion. On the other hand, the Mamelukes, having been instru-
mental in raising insurrections against the French, considered
themselves entitled to rule the land independently of the
Turks; and so began that war of annihilation which charac-
terised the dark period which followed the departure of the
French. The Turks were divided into several racial factions,
the Albanians against the Kurds and the Old Janissaries
against both, and all against the poor overtaxed population of
the country, Similarly among the Mamelukes the old petty
quarrels broke out again between their rival leaders and be-
tween themselves and the Sultan's officers. Both Turks and
Mamelukes needed money to carry out their internecine wars;
and the poor citizens were bled of their last piastre to pay
for the maintenance of the Turkish mercenary troops and the
Mameluke marauding parties.

As a result of the almost continuous state of war during these
years, the economic situation of the country became deplorable
and the people suffered the most onerous injustice ever in-
flicted on a nation. No wonder therefore that they cursed the
day which drove the French army away and brought back to
power those best-hated masters. They carefully watched the
course of events and awaited their chance. Their chance soon
came with a highly gifted Albanian officer, who was in charge
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